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U. S. PACIFIC FLEET
(:OMMANDER NAVAI, FORCES MARIANAS

Fleet Post Office
San Francisco. Califolnia ln reply r('fcl to:

m'5*9,/10
N1*1
ser' 3 ?,1{r
sEP 2 4 1957

trhoml Commander lfava1 Forces Marianas
Tc: Chlef of Narra1 Operations
Via: Comrnander in Ctrief, U. S. Paciftc Fleet

SubJ: Rota Dlstrlct, Trust lerr.ltory of the Facific Tslands

EncL: (1) Hrcoi\frllR?ACrs ltr Guarn ser t3/.2 of 9 $ep T)ir ad.dressed
to Mr. Snthony T. LAUSI, Director, Offlce of Territorles,
Departnnent of the fnterior

1. Enclosure (1), consli.ered self*explanatory, is forwarci.ed herewi'ttr
for lnformat,ion.

2. The Commanrler Naval Forces Marlanas is well aw&re that Bo'ba fsland"
anrL the Botanese are In the Marianas Island orbit, cu1tur.al);p2 J.ingui.st5.c-
allg and econornically as well as geogra$rically. tr\.lrther, the High
Corunlssionerts justification for transfeming Rota Island to the Saipan
DS.strlct can not be ent,lre3;r refuted.

3. Srcukl flota be transferred to the Saipan District, the logistic
pnoblems experienced ry the Hlgh Conrnissir:ner would not be en{:irely
alleviated since onl;r ono tr^ST and one AI(L are avallabLe to suppcrt the:
Saipan Dlstrtct, Trust Terrttory of ttre Faci:flc Islanrls and the U* S.
NavaL Faclllty, Chichl Jima, Bonln*Volcano fsLands lncluriing Marcus
Island. Further, budget llrnltations for the Nava} Ajr $tation, Agana,
Guam would limit air supprort to Rota comparable to that furnished by
the Hlgh Commissioner,

4. tfhile transferring Rota to the Saipen Dlstrlct may provir]e the
fl,otanese a clearor sense of belonging to the }ilarianas Island.s from a
cu1tura1, f-inguistic, economic and geographic view, ttre I-ogistic and
admlnistrative pnoblem would not be ent5.re1y reli"erred sinee it woul,i
falL unrl.er the Naval &dmlnistrator, Salpan Dlstrict for admlnlstration
with loglstic support from both Saipan anrl Guam.

5. The questlon raised by the High Commlssioner as regard.s the Fossi-
bility of, comparlng the ftota record of progress uith that of the $aipn
District should not be an issus since Conr,nander iYava1 Forces Marlanas
is cognlzant of the political, economlc, social anrl. ed-uc*tional advance-
ment of the Rotanese.
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HAVA$ $atpan
HrcCNMERTACIS

vv5,g/Lo
^Y1-l

assune thfu additionaL respoil*

w. B, AMl,{O.i\

ngcgglqy to deternine the requironents tosibtlity.
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&r' .Battroqr T. I_ailgl
PI*}*, Sf,ft*r 6f, rnsrtts*il.ea
uapartnot3t of, tJrs &rterlor
S.erh*,ugf,on tSl S, *.
har #r. l*nsll

s*sed *n oh*aw*trSrw.qner tlm p*rt &hrw a*xi n tu*,,fye*rilr lt te ar opinlon hhat tlre rnter*ui" iriltiis fiotaneae e{rurdb*t br awod-E'travy Ads;irr"t"ntt-;-il;**g "+c rhe 
'$,orry 

L* ad-nlntstcrine s"rpt". hril;;iit; ri#i;#;ffi,,, *oonod,*a*trr,aqd *w*repai"oalrvl Trotn i"u-"irffi;#-;ffi"n* rerand ryhlt.It qq pri, of fi*i'srrpeu-;ri";rffi'-.d; *t* -ktr*"ffi#Ti tffi#r*ffi-tratton of tlm 'l:rEi i#;rrr"'p** tt-dOI
khq ttue llstts* Unllgny Wem*"aa vtsl,te$ Hste. ss }rehtrwyl5' 1956f th€ p*opru o'r"[*-Jrgr"i.i1r-d#td a roque# t]rat arr.of i'hr taiasre o,f tte *ariiLJ-b6.unt#d'iJ;;; uRr.t agc*n. Thr.r

tp{6t*d t* hsrw eouidffi*#*o*ti,ffir,r*} ffiffi-d r*hm w*a *.ffi thoso* at thre t'-!ilp. ls *lo"'b; t" rg$;;#liltr,** trrc,d ovqrrr $eyat t&retr arap"*ar-t" rJili.ifui11" -iiirJiir' 
iJ'i,** rrrder linvrsrimfa'p*r*aton uu**t* ffiffiffi*'*x* u.itm*il ffie'*ru** *f rJry .bs,iremOlctriot. ryrult af th$ ;}a,J

fkr*^l?sl ss$r+st, r*j{^Ir$.ntfr.canr {mpart**w jbp s qromt r*r* r,r n*a s"iinilir"ffifun*-ry-{ffi:iffiroo 
of, $rpmrrm*r*f, ffirrl*r **mer"fi;;{,#ilf*.. a.r*urr*** *i lkny *oxruapom*mca*M*ffits* tam rstarr"** uffi*ffii- u*+;,ilu"-ffi; blm hCIrommpe dm*rredte mnara ,redffi pn *t A#irt&*;dfiiliffi*ffiL** rkus& *.* ue*r*#ffitfrtffiffi: 
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Yw mrg strsfl,}-L in *mt* Iffi r*hwn t*u d*cisl.m se#F**sM ttus frr ae#url.ff Silp.ffiWr tue x**ttr*6,n $&r*.w* fiMfd$rycr+ hnffi ro. firty" eon*,itri, Lh" ddfrd;i ffi- n*{ffi*"i"ffiilt_e#rn& m*tn &ffittr wlurr.n im'mrrot ?fr*tt.# ;u*** *f, r.afluw*.fh r.[m ef **nHs& ilt u*r-t*m wq t]r*t" ffi:r{es ts tks s{hrsats#$of ewf aama**tm**"on ttet * sie*oq*iud tJu,uirk hs rstatre{ tr* *r*iu'rlamrl loohtus !o.rh f.y ;ly""lil;*riffi#ril"iiiili*k#t,*lougrr ruquirr m.detsrtr.in or tn" rurtirui'ia*r**a hg aa egsary6f, tJho ;I*frruc Depcr,hont.

rt.5r *ry rpfn'tog ttffit auah a *my {e us far otrf trx t}xrutrrr ss fs w mxb ,inr r*t**.m},t *I, I ;f,ooilir** sf r.*,ttr.s sn,*t euausc. Ttn:gru1t, lror+averrj$n f**,iiiim.e* lgo. IOA?0*hn{h ffiM w**ri* frd-. is6ffi; ,-"r"';;iJ qffpg *n ,Iutrr }?,l{5}r ${r *h*t *st* -.M**d-uitn*,n""r.t"-fuiltffistr*ttv* *outr*} hrtin e mru* t*'orm* m**,*tu*rr r*-sir:rmr fsrr ;i,-d;tffi#-I-t#ilp*ttl * dlrt*"{ct mr l*fis a *ratriet na itw -#;- -

h the portod txdtataty.fetlmrlng thlm trxnoler, thoe'a.insu, of, oplrlsa tn tfte Sfgh Cfi&fr*f**iE of,fllcu ues thstE$t{ ,'ff*d mt booffi' * o*parnfrjfi,ffi"trili i*rd k ndmsnr*t*rq{
i*lcryry?'*+r fffier th ffiirt orrl*" uC tioffii ""n*uutc**J" 

*tf,#,a*_trq*soar ffi* sfhsl rryyr ilr6 r*ovt${s* *r 
"*mu-m** 

$-t $e* e#nusnedffmr* *tW snr* *$.ffn* grffmt r;ilE*}aryp.-r-dd t *.tfr*** sw **ctr$.Et"rr* r#sbl drrrru&[W omr rusoivte- kf t,r*i-a-ffi-6iffib-ffim*ua*lns mEfu *# e f*pffirlt+_omn**q, t- *"ffi6,i"*m* prod.afrom* of$*ottsfi* ,(&, 43r-aad {4 or {uot"*". *r*rs-ffIJ**c aw, ssr *rmmptre,to e*t*hltuh n *tr*g}o w*t ,[h#* tu s{FraJ*i-p*po* *f, tkwdi.pt'rtst *n* anmri*.w. gurt*;-gr--*-*;fid; n*sm medq to t{.$e*,fiota as a polttlo*"I oittty.

ff *$r'tng of }SSS frt }.mr! h*oekee *Elf *rldmnt thst asutn$,n*t{et't!r*:.r *e*'u eu&{.gnmc pnii*ion sg mq6 e*x-il* u #*ss&s*+ttwrr *a ?elmrry-rn rpl, +ry ry*gd# ir tfii ru&er.r.or app;ravedrrh* tafte'offi of r,a orimmmit *r [u*-*ffi"-i-d;-yr*,m& *umrt,*oryr of ths&or"f p resqnf,n cm*,*.nm ,til k.te ;H;fii*;: "ffirn k*am qffsnrt,,*l{erch 3f, 1gr, ry rho rirsuonce of, rTrss,rtl;;8t# il:H #'H;"eotkg Hfgh C,@Lstlomsrr

shI'J'a t&r **t*h$ehmsm,t of, &at* *s e s*p*r-&to *f,st*{otsld *rtns a&m*t Fry. tryroffi#,u in trrl-iiltTr tn* ps*Ir&s oS trete,
L1 *r"g br6,rl,$ery.lonii *m*riutn*r{"r pud*i&* arr* xrou&r rutoarmrB fuur th *sa8#.*,rtt*** #tt* m* mi**u"ffiu****t,

{I,* o,}1*e xw}*t*wr*k[p of ffiotn' xn# ths #n[pn stfitaf,*thaa lnorcarrd :rrsilEr than desffi*g--*-Tils,Th* p*t t*o ffi*rfrosflum a *{*unbx* rrntfom of, th*"or*@,t*i #e-ttgou of }tst#, mv*st+ #ao,pun ams r{nfu,* ,trrss tm p"*{o* *d;'}ilt wc prert sf r.Ims.a}ryf Dlarrtotp **r_fryrr xoi"n d f*&r-'&uf haa ctsesrolatlvea on $aLp*u or Ttnid.
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Srsh Ef, t&* adwnw{ *rho*}tn6 av*t"l,*h}s to Sqtqw*
cMldrsn *e s6{nil4led [a 6e*,pan fur ta d*,t* w&]p mm alsm*ntq"qr x*fumo],
hilfi h{*n x*r.*tarM on ffistrn ffitsss tfu* on* of SM tn*r1 S*t*re**
e[}der*a *f tatarm*{**t* a&sl" Imw &pm te Sn$-pxru fm U*f,,}*e*'
o&q*tdmr *m *du,nmt*trafilsm pal$cy ]ffitr h*ffi to ruhnid{sq tho
mneirs* sf t&n e$.Xfusa te *& f,u@iut** ruhssl, *t Sm*ymr &e$
enly 6sssgna tho u*lst to u,e *p lesa tfosu mfi,f,st&1"!rin6; a roperatr
tat*rwd*"tta r#L on lirrt*,r hrt *tr*r hrqmr** tfur J,*mgu*ge mt
s*l-mu f"c &$*mourr ea '+*[,]" ar *sa f*ot tht old.rdrmm havu mt**iros
to Isftk af,te- t&w ryh$."}+ &lwff fitr* &n *e.Mo1*

I.og*r*.!-omil3rr ffi*t* lrss fr}wstrffi buqn * r*er$mlp proh,tw
uLtb ut* ttlc nbtpptrng nrd 6r$i]1qr n*"tmnt[srq hnm *swr bn*n ea$,s*
f,flttfist}f tmrkm{ qut* P*r agr fun*psrt*t{slr 1^l* hare had ta d*paMKfrff m hls ffi*f,:l, I8e13f e*ffif, hfi*tfr, bliun; em f,raqu*a*fip ffiffi*rsf
tfur* bootf trn ta {ilr? fr6ok, ffipt* trr ar*t of,# fu &i{er esd fr'ffittuf to t*m* flupmt*d f*o* mpptt*& ffi {hr {.s]am,fi bw** s*sm*tad. t
tf* bevp * ap*el*I **,r fls,mkt ta*p fiEt* s&se & mu*tk, knt t,s$s *aRnot, '
of afi*re, txk* cart af, ak sbtpsirig cnd ausplp n&tffis,t*-oa. --*.

eEawtc*ffir *tst*r !.tko $atpem sw.t tt*i*m, &omuee of
tt* pro':rLal.ty ts tlre fuw murkot hma d*wlupe* ** t*'rlvtn$ vaptabil.r
ladw*rr. It smJ.S ha ul*rh ssrs wrsoms.*e} {sS pr*ett**l[ f,w Hsta
66rt*frI* ffietrrr tf, thatr vrgut*hl* poihrot*.e* ad mrk*t&,ag prt-
srdnrce tn$n swxri,il*+d xtth ttuew* of f!"nt*n *d sat.pnp" th+ poqamt
altnr,*i,*n uiftdt fu om *f msl\laLsa nnd loaff to unmo*or*nry oary*t-ittan
rht*h tmrhn to ths dt"nMsffilf*ma *f both ftota ltt*trtot **rd Su*pen ill"strtct
fs thtr cryrrttt*.on Sm *h6 &re$ rcnrk#B.

Tho p*ople of fl+tm Li"km t?rcue af S*tpan hssro ken t{o*t+rn-
][aod to ffi fi.B$rtls*s l* tlmpa* *hrnragh tho l"o*6 a*r*m{a&S*m *f, tir*
Simal,*b ael*srtal. S'qrf6$.. Yh* rssr*It tr thnt &hqflr oultur*J gxntuarrn
*f not, eonpl*tr1y wemtm ntaa* *ri'a mrah mrm ro thffi mqnskr* er.*e ia
oqlr trua* llwrrtgry. finp*xfi+m*G mwvr e @sGy 6668w i.e *tron&pr
hola than *ryt&rrc o}*s, ?b* ffiEt*m*aa h**o *w to rmgmrd a ctasdardt
of ll.rtrg ssod*lCId aonmrsl,s* an Hw*mrrr g;rot**nna as ttrrmtr ffse}.

kht* {rl,ru tffirds a htf.lwr nad Wpr*uam *twl*ard *f }intrq
ln eri"o [a* on tM prt CIf tho yuun$wr posp]e td]ffirq& $*i"p*a *rd ftifrs;
f,,t :l.* ui.t** ffif*lffilW thas rm_uannge to oonrfacs pt$rilffi hqtsfts*e trhp
}.,r*rys #sv efuget**n a*i* t^rai^ntr*6 to xrstrwn t$ &ote" tiis,r, thvr sa#o
a-q-*3sa tn #aipan 6rs epT,qrs**.o,hl"y klmhm tlumn o*lre, ed* thLa mrrnua *m
* na6p*ot *r*rdrg pff tlw m*t o*pmhlw +s *hw $ffi*ss Hpf,ans$sn ?h*E
sl.tuat$qm qmrtJcl he rwr&a* au*li*ratsd tf kta rma pnrt of tho
s*tpaa tr!trrtrtet for ttil.p wfild mqlm tk m&e so*[a t"n *et* fcf 6-,r'r*rm*mnt amplryurat ptru{}ur ts thet ,.rf $a*,pm* ?}*s pr}l to**r*n a }argorr
whmn qfutsr ?ffirldf of +suffisn ffied.ffii hn*,t S,rts flsrl}S l,eeh mwr
ettse*t&vs t"o *ts fsn*sff *rotu*{ tuurkers if, t{K xaffin fituorsps,m*gr basvoea
I"t eM *,h* rsut of th* $ffirisrxns r*osc rmt uo 6ru*t,
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Ce sr**3fet6 fif tt*s k*k&1r*uncl of Td*ten f,*vam tbe re*
*6lo*'F*lon ef, $t+te Into th* ilhr*horm l&r$srw* uflflt. l*,srs Srtrt*
ilsftar.tfiIr h*loage fw* a **}tlffilr a iflnffi.ct"f"e; mn s@rm6ni.s*
tnd r pitogr*phto ntfirr ffiw * rteu*p*S.*t sf fffimtr tlen a&l #sc1e.l
l&stttf, t&n aptaffif,s ssneL*qr tttw**3.tu* strc vt.t"h tha re*t ef ffis
ftrtkrn }ertenac paplas uld aru s* r*64r.*od hf th* otf*urn.
' fhs* 1r ao qu*stloil *Iuu tlu?ti *rassf,mr of tlota hmok
te {he *}*tpun $J,strr"rt $sx}-kt rt}!"*s* tts f,f a pr*rwnie} log$mtto
*Ed sdfitfli*trc"frtrre prohlm trlryo*,e d"{.f,fr;ut*}*lss lmrss*c sr$}wr ttmst
dcort*pe ylth ttrue.

*a th6 sthsr hqnsr I ehm].fr ffi]$tAs* t-h*t s$"xso fteta l*
ths ost *sl*:d ads*siaters* W sH xr$artor. If*p*rtmnl* ln thc
t&rrrrms purtt-om af $rs lHrst ?ur{taay, tt mi,g&it hc *natad*d
t*rat eur rom*d ia t*te *t.X.l. ba apnn to dtmgt emmpm'rlcon $tt'h ttwt
cf t"tr fi*ry. ?t g*ul& tm lwld tt*nt outpr*J"Paae +f, $to*a *t"g'ht lm
tntqrprstft{ as e$tmLa*fun thst t}w #o;mrtnent of ttre Iutsrlor }*d
fa}}o* 6*rm cn the Jab. -Im rry o6,rin*on thllg wrt*nt,{"su l* *a*y to
$of,f;t* f*r doflmttqlf v* sfin riwnntrats ot6nif*.**nt f,mpr*rom*tur
*ahlffsi{ *$ur'1,n6 qftip deln[ptr*tlou"

Ici yr.mu qif tho fret tMt dteflessffd ths qpoatLon nf,
tka trsssfer sf $ste tltth *#ffitsry $entc,f,i &ur"Lng h*s rs*ortt vt*tt
t# tk* mqst tf6rft,q*?rp f ftel yw shduSd ha mmm sf, mey Fr*asnt
*ttthei &mrr*s thCI pry*S*Eal 'tf-m.t, Rst* sh*trx*, hCI um*Pr f{6tqf
*dntxlatr*ttcn"

Slrsrrttrtrr

S" !J, l&lgkCIr
ttf.gh {}CIM"*ml"s**tr

0BI0ISAT0B r JdeIoungtvf rboc qlqiv',l nls wono
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FIRST }}IDOB$EME.IT on COIfi{AW,AnIANAS 1tr
24 Sep Lg57
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pr5*g/ro Nr-r ser 373h of til,ir

{1-r * *r 
r-',ref

I liij\j i'i. IJ

From: Comnander ln Chief U. S. pacific Fleet
Tol Chief of ![a,va1 Operations

subj: Eota District, Trrrst rerritory of the pacific rsrands

Ref:
?h

(a) q{o C$'IF rnsg AZZO5LZ OCT 1g5? NOTAL
(U) qTO CCNF msg L?L6I+9Z wT L95? NCITAI,(c) cowavMABIANAS COrF msg 0506112 NOV Ig5? NO?AL(d) co BU$HTps ldanagement orrtce, hmsrpAcirilEA rtr nl (wp)

ser 22S0*22 of 11 Juf 195? NOryAL

Ic Forwardedr

2, References (a) and (b) requested information j.n addition to that
ineluded in basic correspondence.

3o The following_ personnel, based on present Trust Temitory Covernment
organization, would be required if the Navy should assume administrative
Jurisdiction of Bota:

1 - Administrator
I - FubLlc Hea1th Officer
I - Land and Claims Officer
I - Agriculturist
1 - ConstnrctLon and Maintenance

Supervisor
I+5 - Indigenes for c1erleal, skilled

and unskilled positiong

GS-T}
GS-It
GS-g
GS*g
GS-g

Appropriated funde tn the arnount of $8OrO0Oo0O annual\y would bo needed.
These estjmates are considered minimum requirementsa

h. Adm:inistratton of Rota as a separate islsnd district has been bothdlfficult and expensive for the Department of the rnterior. rt has
created problems of a cultural nature for the Rotanese b5r separating them
administrative\r and polltically from the other Norbhern Mariana Islands
w'ith uhich the Botanese have racial, lingu:istic, economic and geograptrical
ties.. The proposal to transfer the administration of Rota to [tre-ttavy
Department, which nou has the responsibirity for the balance of the
Northern Marianas, has the advantage of relieving the High Comrnissioner of
a problem and restoring the Botanese to the lvlarianas orbito Such a

', .rl $
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proposal, hor*ever, requires an expansion of the present lrlaval Admin-
istration unit, saipan, organiza.tion, an Amendment tr: Executive Order:
10470 bringing Rota rrnder naval adminlstration, and a fir:nn aut,horj.ration
for inereased personnel. The adclition of Rot.* woulcl inerease the
population of the $aipan Dj_strict by approximatel;y p00 people.

5. the High Commissloner ts also faced wibh problems in providing J-ogist,ic
support. Both surface and air transportation have been difficult to
furnish and has often been limited to irregular service" Schooling beyonct
the elementary level is not availabte on RoLa, The policy of the Higtr'
Commlssioner has been to subsidize the sending of children to the inter--
rnediate school on Saipan. Transfer of the administration of Rota to the
llavy w111 require a minimrrm firrn funding of $Bor000.oo annuarJy. un-
fortunately, this artditionil expense to*Hi6"'tr:ai.y cores at a time when
funds for military programs are being curtail.erl,

6"Whi1e1*ffie..dbytheI{avyassum1.n51admj.nistrativeand
Iogistic responsibilities foi Rota, a military justification rloes exist.
ltre Pacific Fleet has an urgent requirement for a.JrlitionaMF eommuni-
cations coverage of the Western Pacific. Preliminar:y studies pin-noint
Rota as one of the more desirpbla siLes for the installation of such a
facility. The Chief, Bureau r:f Ships is n<rw eonducting a survey in orrler
to make a firm deterrnination of the most feasjble site; reference (d)
referso Should [tota be seleeted, the installation of a naval eommuni-
eations unit will follow reouiring the stationing of personnel for
eonrmunications and security operati.ons" The lat,est decision i-n regarrl to
thls proposal is unknown hereo

7. As noted in referenee (c), t,he Rotanese Council unanimously desires to
be integrated into the Saipan District. This is bub a reiteration of the
position taken in 1953, when Lhe Rotanese vi-gorousl.y prot,ested ttre admin-
isLrative separation from the Saipan District;"

8, Naval administration in the Saipan District, can be extended to inclurle
Bota, as outlined l"n reference (c). The Commander in Chief U. S" pacifie
Fleet was prepared to assume this responslbility in I"g53. l:reit,her time
nor circumstances have altored our capa.bility bo pick up the strands th*t
were parted at that time. Shoulrl the decisiqn bo fnarle tc bring Hota under
naval jurisdiction, it, is rJ6oiiiienat* iti{ tne transfer be accomplished
as of 1 JuIy L958, in order that proper brrdgeting and accountability may be
arranged.
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